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Abstract

This study utilized the written data from the ‘2017 Corpus of Contemporary Taiwanese

Mandarin’ to analyze the semantic features and cognitive concepts of mang?2 ‘busy’. Through
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random sampling, 1,314 instances were obtained, and among which, 220 instances, including
the ones of bangimang? ‘help’, four-character idioms, etc., were removed. Finally, there
were a total of 1,094 instances analyzed. For analysis, the study firstly analyzed the semantic
features and categorized the meanings of mang2. Next, the complements following mang?2
were analyzed. The results of the study showed that the semantic features of mang?2 can be
sorted into three types: (1) to describe someone taking a great effort and time to do something;
(2) to describe someone seizing the time to finish something urgently; and (3) a dense
condition given a specific period of time. There are three categories of cognitive concepts of
mang?2: the state of events, physical performances, and emotions. The semantic features and
cognitive concepts of mang?2 display its urgency, consumptiveness, and density. It is expected
that this paper should provide a more complete interpretation of mang2 and a corpus-based

method for lexical analysis.
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