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°° 14 33 Aardvarks specialized ineating__ as long a8 &illion years ago.
(A) fish
(B) termites
(C) small manuals

(D) plants

°° 24 33 Adult aardvarks are usually , coming togetheonly for mating.
(A) territorial

(B) nocturnal

(C) social

(D) solitary
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°¢ 34 33Which of the following statement about the aardvarks TRUE?
(A) The name aardvark comes from a word meaning "@égth
(B) Because the aardvark shares some similarities ththSouth American anteater, the two
are related.
(C) BOTH
(D) NO ANSWER
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°° 44 33 Aardvarks give birth to at a time.
(A) one offspring
(B) two offsprings
(C) three offsprings
(D) four offsprings



°° 54 33 use abandoned aardvark holes as shelter.
(A) Bats
(B) ground squirrels
(C) hares
(D) ALL OF THE ABOVE

The name aardvark comes from a word meaning "earth pig." Although the aaehdeknic
to Africa, shares some similarities with the South American tarie¢he two are not related. The
last survivor of a group of primitive ungulates, the aardvark could morgately be called a
near-ungulate that has developed powerful claws.

The aardvark has a short neck connected to a massive, dull brownish+goesy, teirless
body that has a strongly arched back. The legs are short, the hind legsHangbetfront ones.
The head is elongated and ends in a long, narrow snout, with nostrils that candheltieseng,
tubular ears are normally held upright but can be folded and closed. The shousbutar tail is
cone-shaped and tapers to a point. The thick claws on the forefeet are usgihggaiids.

Aardvarks are found in all regions, from dry savanna to rain forest, wiexeedre sufficient
termites for food, access to water and sandy or clay soil. If the sod fsard, aardvarks, despitd
being speedy, powerful diggers, will move to areas where the digginges eas

Aardvarks are nocturnal, usually waiting until dark before they emsrgetheir burrows,
although after a cold night, they may occasionally sun themselves. Hveyddlistinctive track
from dragging their tails during which their travels average onerée tmiles but can range up tp
18 miles a night. Aardvarks are seldom seen, but their presence iraaems many other
animals. Bats, ground squirrels, hares, cats, civets, hyenas, jackalpipescwarthogs, monitof
lizards, owls and other birds use abandoned aardvark holes as shelterrroe vary from
simple chambers with one entrance, to a complicated maze of gallahe€Xwair more entrances.
Aardvarks keep their burrows clean they deposit their dung in a hole awathi@ntrance,
carefully covering it with earth.

As it is nocturnal and has poor eyesight, the aardvark is cautious upargléaviurrow. It
comes to the entrance and stands there motionless for several mihate&.stiddenly leaps out
in powerful jumps. At about 30 feet out it stops, raises up on its legs, perksapsind turns
its head in all directions. If there are no sounds, it makes a few moreatehfisally moves at a
slow trot to look for food.

Aardvarks specialized in eating termites as long as 35 million ygar&\anight they go
from one termite mound to another, dismantling the hills with their powegwisclinsects are
trapped by the aardvark's long protractile tongue, which is covered wittk astiigy saliva.
Sometimes the aardvark will press its snout against an opening in a moundlaog the
termites. Aardvarks, with their keen sense of smell, also hurtiddohg columns of termites that
move outside the mounds at night.

Aardvarks give birth to one offspring at a time. The pinkish, hailesgorn stays inside the
burrow for about 2 weeks and then begins to follow its mother in her searclodofMhe young
first eats solid food at 3 months of age and is suckled until 4 months.

At about 6 months the young male becomes independent and goes off on its own, whilg the
young female stays with the mother until after the next baby is born. The yauatgfmay then
dig its own burrow a few yards away from its mother but still joinsdésrage for termites.

The adult aardvark's principal enemies are human (who sometimeddiilivieat), lions,
hyenas and leopards; pythons also take the young. When in danger the aakeaidk the
nearest hole, or rapidly excavates one, pushing the dirt backwards wigt asdemoving the
dirt away with its tail. But if cornered, it defends itself by sijtup, using its tail, shoulders and
foreclaws- or it will lie on its back and strike with all four feet.
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which of the 1 10041

of the following 2 2148

what is the 8 895

in which of 17 453955

how many species 19 1184740
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what was the 21 2164
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4.1 MARCT (Machine-Assisted Reading Comprehension Test)
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MARCT: Machine-Assisted Reading Comprehension Test
» Photo Guide: We provide a quick preview here. Select from drop-down menu for more information
Family Bovidae Family Canidae Family Giraffidae
Buffalo, Dikdik, Grant's Gazelle, African wild Dog, Jackal Giraffe
Hartebeest, Thomson's Gazelle,
Impala, Gerenuk Wiaberbuck, amllv Mustelidae Family Herpestidae i
Kudu, Bongo, Dulker Eland, Sable, Ratel Dwarf Mongoose
Bushbuck, 5|tatunga, Topi, ) . )
Oryx, Wl\debeest Kob Family Elephantidae Family Hippopotamidae
Elephant Hippopotamus

) ) Family Equidae Family Hyaenid ae

Family Felidae Zebra Hyena
heetah, Leopard, Serval, Lion

= 5 = Family Erinaceidae Family Hystricidae
Family Cercopithecidae Hedgehog Porcupine
Bahboon, Wervet Monkey, s e 3 ; :
Colobus Monkey Family Noctilionidae Family Leporidae

L x Bat Spring Hare
Family Pongidae . )
Chirpanzee, Bonoba, Family Orycteropodid ae Famlly Lon5|dae
Mountain Gorilla Aardvark Bushhak
Family Rhinocerotidae Family Procaviidae Family Macroscelidae
Rhinoceros Hyrax Elephant Shrew
Family Suidae Family Viverridae Family Manidae

ag Genet Pangolin
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Which of the following statement about the aardvarkis TRUE?

(a) If there are no sounds, it makes a few mongsl@ad finally moves at a boring trot
to look for food.

(b) The heavy claws on the forefeet are used agraigools.

(c) BOTH

(d) NO ANSWER

Ans: (c)
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When/ How long “t
How many ]
How tall oé
How large <t
What is the weight of uf
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When/ How long does the young eat first solid foodra is suckled until 4 months?

(a) at 1 months of age
(b) at 2 months of age
(c) at 3 months of age
(d) at 4 months of age
Ans: (c)
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Which of the following are aardvark principal enemies?
(a) kangaroos

(b) leopards

(c) lions

(d) hyenas

Ans: (b) (c) (d)
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